

WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018

The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on Tuesday, February 13,  2018 at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  

ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Randy Thorpe, Wayne Maychek, Shane Bayly, Michele Torquati, and Theresa Stratton.

Also Present:
Kathy Millard, Secretary; Michele Gogolski, Treasurer, Jim Bridges, Zoning Officer; and Solicitor Chris Farrell.

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the January Reorganization & Regular meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and minutes, were unanimously approved.

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List was reviewed with the following additions from Mayor Norella: $400 for Pa. Department of General Services for Agreement to get equipment and vehicles for Police Department; 4 Vests for officers, total of $1456.84; two officers who purchased clothing, Aaron for $197 and Kevin for 154.91. Shelly noted that the amount of $197 was already reimbursed to Aaron. Amount of $668 to Bucelli Solutions for installation of Water Heater at Borough Building.   

Wayne Maychek inquired about the PP&L Amount for Borough Building of $127.18, noting that it appeared to be a little high.  A suggestion to turn off all lights in the building and computers, when not being used, was made to conserve electricity.  Shout out to him for his quick response to this issue and immediate repair of same. Shane Bayly asked about the cost of Rock Salt/Ice Melt at Waymart Building Center and inquired about buying it in bulk to be stored in a Storage Shed.  Lil noted that the Ice Melt purchase was for the Borough Building sidewalks and surrounding area. 

A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe and the bill list with the additions 
was unanimously approved.

POLICE REPORT, Chief Glavich 
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting 1 Alarm; 2 Disabled Vehicles 2 Assists to EMS, 2 Public Motorist Assists; 2 Traffic Verbals; 1 Written Warning and others as noted on report.  Copy is on file with these minutes.

Jane inquired about the number of warnings issued for cars parked overnight on the streets.  Chief responded there was only one warning issued.  She referred to a vehicle on South Street, a little way down from the Borough Building that had been there for over 5 days and not moved.  Chief explained that they did follow up on it. 






Shane inquired about police patrols within the borough and a schedule for when they are out.  Chief noted there is no set schedule as it is a part-time department, but they are out mostly on Friday and Saturday nights and whenever they are available at other times.  Mayor Norella also addressed the police patrols within the borough noting they department is operating on a slim budget which was cut by $14,000.  He also said if people have questions about the police department, they are to call him directly.  

MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor noted that he was invited to and attending the Waymart Volunteer Fire Company Installation Dinner on Saturday, 2/10/14 and it was a very nice event to honor those who volunteer their time and services through the Fire Company.

He delivered a letter to Joe Kohut at the Wayne County Housing Authority, Carbondale Road site, to request additional monies for the Public Works Department relative to plowing the roads at that site.

He shared that he was approached by a resident regarding placing a street light on the corner of Belmont Street and Carbondale Road near the crosswalk and funeral home.  

He is invited to SCI Waymart for the Inmate Graduation Ceremony on Friday, February 23, 2018. 

GUESTS & CITIZENS 

Lil thanked members of the Waymart Fire Company for coming to the Council Meeting.  Shawn Vinton, Chief, Billy Jenkins, Assistant Chief, and Tom Derrick, President were there to represent the Fire Company.

He gave an overview of what is taking place with the Fire Company and items purchased during 2017 to enhance their services to the community; a tracker system to cover off-rod trails in the area at a cost of $5200; a Side by Side;  updates to personal equipment, helmets, jackets, boots, etc. at approximately $5300.  They will be replacing air packs in the future.  He also gave an update to those present of how donations help offset the cost of equipment.  He said he would also provide a copy of the financial information to the borough for the file.

He spoke about mutual aid from Browndale and Prompton Fire Companies and working together with them to provide the best coverage for the response based on the particular incident and staff present to report to the incident.

He addressed the community support from all volunteers and citizens and thanked Borough Council for their continued support. 

He then presented Award Plaques to Waymart Borough, Waymart Police Department, Canaan Township, and Randy Thorpe.   He commended Harry Shaffer, Waymart Police Department for always responding to the Fire Company in a very timely manner to assist them when he is requested to do so.  




[bookmark: _GoBack]He also thanked Lew Henshaw, Canaan Township Supervisor, who was at the meeting, for keeping the roads clear and for his support to the Fire Company.  Everyone applauded the Fire Company representatives for their wonderful community spirit and for all they do for Waymart Borough and the surrounding areas.  Kudos to all of the Waymart Fire Company volunteers.  

He shared that the Fire Company meetings are held the second Monday of each month at the Fire Company and invited all to attend.

Next on the Agenda were Mary Beth Wood, WEDCO, Executive Director and Don Brominski UGI, Inc., Business Development Director.

Mary Beth said that she asked to come to the Borough Council meeting to provide updates and invite comments regarding the Natural Gas Extension project for both Waymart Borough and Canaan Township.  She shared that WEDCO is applying for a Pipeline Investment Program (PIPE) grant from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to assist with this extension.  She said development of infrastructure is a real challenge, and the PIPE program is in place to help with connections and to ease financial burdens.   She also said the project would make the area more competitive and provide economic development.  She introduced Don Brominski, UGI Representative

Don shared that he was there to provide an overview of the Pipeline extension from the UGI end and said that they are presently at the Federal Prison and they came down through SCI Waymart and the back road with the “line” to access the Federal property.  He shared the costs involved ($10,000 per customer).  Natural Gas will be offered both residentially and commercially for those who are interested.

They will work with the borough and Canaan Township relative to permits, etc.  He and Mary Beth are working together and the Grant money will offset cost of installation of pipe.  He welcomed questions and responded to all  inquiries.    Two letters were signed to support the PIPE initiative, both to DCED. One letter signed by Jim Bridges to support the goal and expand the availability that also states it is consistent with the Borough’s sub-division and land development ordinances, along with the zoning ordinance, and the other from Borough Council and the Mayor to go on record to support the Natural Gas Extension project.     They will continue to update the Borough and visit residents to update them on options associated with this development.   Thanks to both Mary Beth and Don for updating all present with Natural Gas Development for our area.  

Dave Murray, Varcoe Insurance, was present for his annual presentation of Insurance coverage for the borough and reviewed all coverage:   
· Legal Defense & Claim Payment Agreement – Schedule of Coverages
· Governmental Property Agreement – Schedule of Benefits
· Statement of Values for all Borough Properties
· Additional Property Statement of Values
· Schedule of Covered Vehicles
He went over all costs for items, line by line, covered in the above categories.  He responded to questions and provided copies of the insurance Policy to Kathy for filing.  Thank you Dave Murray for providing this presentation.




 ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Jim Bridges
Jim said that during the past month, he issued a Certificate of Occupancy to a resident at 177 Carbondale Road;  Sold an Zoning and Sub-Division Ordinance Book to Mr. Hennemuth of Waverly, PA. relative to part of a property at Spojnia on lower Honesdale Road; issued a permit for a wooden sign out on Route 6 and one for a deck at 108 South Street.  He also issued a permit for a firearms repair shop to a resident on Silver Crest Drive.  This is strictly for repair.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor had nothing to report but did make it clear to all present that the Police Department is directly responsible to the Mayor. Mayor’s Powers. Any issues or questions relative to their schedule or function should not be addressed  to Council as a group, but should be brought to the attention of the Mayor for his review and response.  

CORRESPONDENCE:
Kathy shared the following:
· Report from Steve Fish, Cottage Hose Ambulance noting 19 dispatches with 19 responses for the Month of December – 2017 and total for the year, 228.  For the month of January 2018, there were 32 dispatches.
Streets & Roads, Lil Rollison
Lil said that the Waydot Boys have been “plowing and cindering” and only got a break for one day during the past month.  Good job Rocky, Ronnie, and Earl on the sidewalks and park.
 
Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Decorations were taken down in the park.   Kudos to Earl Vinton for the wonderful job he does to keep the park clear of snow and the surrounding area on South and Belmont Streets.

There is an Emergency Management Meeting on Wednesday 2/21/18 at the Beach Lake 911 Center and she will be attending.

Michelle once again addressed the NIMS Training that all Council Members must complete.  She said they can do Sections 1, 2, 7, & 8 on line.  Incident Command, Sections 3 & 4 will be offered for 2 and 4 hour periods.  Shawn Vinton said the Fire Company is going to offer the NIMS Training and Borough Council Members who need to complete it are welcome to attend.  He will be in touch with Michele and let her know the dates and times.  Michele said she is available to answer any questions relative to this training.  Council members need to be certified so that FEMA and PEMA funding are available to the Borough in the event of an emergency incident.

Utilities, Shane Bayly 
As follow up to the January meeting, Shane was able to speak with the Utility provider , PP&L to see what we are currently paying for services.  He said he was satisfied with their explanation and we are locked in for 15 years.  Nothing more to report.   





Safety, Theresa Stratton  
She went up and checked on the fencing around the pool at a residence on South Street and noting that it is unsafe, but not accessible at this time due to the snow on that property, and it should be addressed after the snow melts.   This issue was discussed previously and Jim Bridges has been in touch with the owners of the property about fixing the fence around the pool area as it is a safety hazard.

Theresa then made Council aware of an unsafe run-off on Myrtle Street from a Sump Pump that is being discharged directly onto that street.  Lil said that she is aware of it and it will be taken care of.  Lil also shared that the catch basin at the bottom of Birch Lane needs to be cleaned and that will be done in the Spring, as well as attention to the ditch

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe
Nothing to report at the February meeting.   

Planning, Jane Varcoe 
Jane first spoke about House Bill 914 which is an Act amending Title 8 (Boroughs and Incorporated Towns) in storm sewers and watercourses, providing for authority of boroughs and manner of financing work.  She shared a letter that she composed to Senator Lisa Baker.  Jane made a motion to go on record that Waymart is in support of House Bill 914, seconded by Michele Torquati and it was unanimously approved.  Letter will be signed and sent to Senator Baker.

She next addressed a letter from FEMA initiating Flood Insurance updates and spoke about Flood Plan Map and the Boundary Survey.    Updates on boundaries will be e-mailed to the Borough and they will need to be reviewed to make sure they are correct.   Michele Torquati shared that the Website and E-mail will be available on the Borough Computer and also the Map can be downloaded for reference relative to boundaries within the Borough.  

Grant to enhance the Sports Complex at RDW field.  Jane, Lil, and Michele met with Joe GillotT relative to this grant.  Jane noted how fortunate we are to have Joe Gillott on board with it for his engineering expertise.  This grant will enhance  stadium lighting and other amenities at the RDW field., with ADA accessible walkways and seating. She shared a drawing of the plan for the Complex.  This is going to be a 50/50 Matching monies grant. The lighting alone will cost $110,000.  Various local organizations have been and will continue to be approached relative to donations to offset the cost of this project, i.e., Lion’s Club, Homer Dome Committee, local contractors, PP&L Foundation, etc.  Waymart Borough has to apply as a municipality, and the deadline for submission of the grant is April 1st.   She said it takes 6 months to one year for the money to be filtered through the community.  This grant application is a big undertaking and needs a lot of support.  Jane asked everyone to speak positively of it and make people aware of what we are doing.  She will continue to work closely with Joe and update Council and others as information become available.  Kudos to Jane once again for her hard work and community spirit.













Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Wayne said he is working closely with Shelly to review Bills and purchases and will continue to review them with her. 

OLD BUSINESS  - None
NEW BUSINESS - None
There being no further business, a motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 3/13/18 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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