

WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018


The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on Tuesday, March 13,  2018 at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  

ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Randy Thorpe, Wayne Maychek, Shane Bayly, Michele Torquati, and Theresa Stratton.

Also Present:
Kathy Millard, Secretary; Michele Gogolski, Treasurer, Jim Bridges, Zoning Officer; and Solicitor Chris Farrell.

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the February meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and minutes, were unanimously approved.

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List was reviewed with one addition to Jim Miller Plumbing to re-pipe the drain in the amount of $297.11 

A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Michele Torquati and the bill list with the addition 
was unanimously approved.

POLICE REPORT, Chief Glavich 
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting 1 Alarm; 1 Disabled Vehicle 2 Assists to Other Police agencies; 5 Public Motorist Assists; 2 Traffic Verbals; 3 Written Warnings and others as noted on report.  Copy is on file with these minutes.

MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor Norella acknowledged and congratulated Mike Minor, who recently won a Bronze Medal for his snowboard competition in the Paralympics held in Pyeong Chang, Korea.  Mike is originally from Waymart and followed his dream to compete in this competition.  Awesome accomplishment.

Mayor also noted that logging project up on South Street has stopped. They will make repair to the access road, and re-seed the grass in that area.  They plan to start again in October of 2018.

Mayor inquired if follow up had been provided relative to the request for the light near Edward Howell Funeral Home on the corner of Belmont Street and Carbondale Road as mentioned at the February.  Shane Bayly said he had not contacted  PP&L, but would take care of it.




GUESTS & CITIZENS 
Jane Bollinger was present at the meeting.   She is working with the Wayne Conservation District to make sure that all agriculture throughout Wayne County is being assessed and mapped to be redeveloped in the future.  She came to Waymart to get more information on farming within the borough.   She noted that a grant has been awarded to help offset the cost of this project.    Several people on Council supplied her with names of farms within the Borough and fields that are being used for haying purposes, i.e. Green Farm at the end of Florence Street; Happy Trails Stable on the Sponia Property; Don Miller Farm across from Mallard Meadows, and a few others.  She will provide updates as they become available.  Lillian thanked her for her presentation.

Next on the agenda was Aaron Berkoff from the Waymart Police Department.  He spoke about a shadowing program for boy scouts, cub scouts, and girl scouts as part of their community service training.  They would come to the Borough Building and learn about what is entailed with paperwork and calls received.  They will learn what part K9 Dallas plays in the Police Department and will accompany Assistant Chief Shaffer and Aaron to events where Dallas is involved.  Aaron is a Cub Master in Honesdale and will donate time (2 hours monthly) for this shadowing program.   No hours will be turned in for payment.  There is no liability involved.  The program will be part of a Community Service Award for Scouts who participate.  The scouts will also be available to help out with programs that take place in the park.  He is going to get the information and applications out in the Western Wayne School district.
Both Assistant Chief Harry Shaffer and Aaron feel that this program will have a positive impact and make young people aware that the police are the ”good guys and not the bad guys,” and they will learn what law enforcement does.    He also invited all present to attend any of the shadowing when a schedule is in place.   Everyone present felt it was an excellent program.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Michele Torquati to support the shadowing program with the Waymart Police Department and unanimously approved.  

Joe Gillott, PE, was next on the agenda.  Joe is working hand in hand with Jane Varcoe on the RDW Sports Complex remodeling and upgrade.  He shared updates with all present.  He said the total cost of the project would be $400,000 and he has verbal commitments from various businesses and others for $220,000 at this point, more than ½ of the total amount.  He noted that the public meeting would take place the following night where he and Jane would update those in attendance and respond to all questions.  The meeting will be at the RDW School at 5:30 p.m. on 3/14/17.    Jane then read A Resolution, #2018-2, in support of the of the grant application for this project, and also shared a letter addressed to the Wayne County Commissioners asking for support for the upgrade.   A motion was made by Jane Varcoe to adopt Resolution #2018-2, seconded by Michele Torquati and unanimously approved by Council. He will work closely with Michele Torquati relative to scheduling event at the field.  

Jane thanked Joe for coming to the meeting and for all of his expertise and hard work.   He said the upgrade should be done by Labor Day of 2019.   Permits will be applied for as needed and updates will be provided.  He shared drawings with all present.  He and Jane are both hopeful that the grant will be awarded,  

Steve Salley, Head Auditor, was next on the Agenda.  He presented a copy of the completed Audit to Shelly for the record/file, and commended her, along with Devon Farley and Kathy Land for their excellent teamwork.  



ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Jim Bridges
Jim issued one permit for the Valero Gas Station which will now be operating as an Exxon station.  He also issued a Certificate of Occupancy to Joann Romance for the new addition she added to the back of her house on Belmont Street.   He issued a Violation to a resident on Prospect Street, Hettecher, for accumulation of junk on the property.  He will follow-up on that to make sure it is taken care of.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor had nothing to report.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Kathy shared the following:
· Report from Steve Fish, Cottage Hose Ambulance noting 10 dispatches with 10 responses for the Month of February 2018. Total year to date:  42 dispatches and 42 responses.
· A letter from WEDCO requesting membership renewal in amount of $150.  This will be discussed further during new business. 
Streets & Roads, Lil Rollison
The Waydot/Public Works guys have  been doing a wonderful job with snow removal and also helping with removal of trees that fell during the most recent storm with high winds. 
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Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Michele noted that she had nothing to report about the park, but thanked Earl Vinton for keeping it clear of snow and in good order for children who played there during the few days of nice weather.

She once again addressed NIMS 1, 2, 7 & 8 that needed to be completed by all Council members and it is available On Line.  She noted that Wayne Maychek had completed it and noted that it took a little more than 12 hours.  It could be done in a week, one section at a time.  Each person who complete the training needs to present their certificate to Michele for the record.  

She and Jane attended the most recent EMC meeting.  A gentleman, Dave Micosia, was there who did a presentation on the Weather Satellite  and storm warning.  Another gentleman was present from the D.A,’s office who addressed portable meth issues in Wayne County and shared the number of a tip line for reporting these issues.  

Michele then shared that the Website is now up and working and gave an in depth overview of what is covered on the Website.  She said she is going with Kathy relative to forwarding e-mails that come in for response.  Theresa Stratton will also post the monthly minutes on the website after they are approved at the monthly meeting.  There is an area for business registration, with a one time fee of $10 to post the business information on the Website.  She is looking forward to posting Ordinances that are updated for view by those who wish to look at them.  She suggested that council review an ordinance for accuracy and update every 3 months and get it ready for posting.   She reviewed each page and also shared handouts to all of the website and e-mail address and encouraged all to check it out. She said  the set up cost was $600 by Brian and Doug Lanmesser.   Great Job Michele!!!

Utilities, Shane Bayly 
Shane had nothing to share for Utilities and noted that electric bills were paid for all borough properties and up to date. 

Safety, Theresa Stratton  
Theresa spoke about the most recent storm and trees down and removal of same, focusing on one on Water Street.  It was learned that this tree was on a telephone line.  Thank you to Grimm construction for removing it and for assisting throughout the borough with trees and also to the Waymart Fire Company who also were out helping clear trees from road ways and borough streets.  She also spoke about trees that fell into the creek and removal of them.  She said she would be happy to get in touch with Ed Millon for some prices and will share them with council. President Rollison asked her to follow up with getting a price from him ,and it will be discussed at the next meeting.

Theresa next addressed speeding on Myrtle Street and other streets within the borough.  She has already brought it to the attention of the Police Department to make them aware.  Speed bumps and signage were discussed.  Lilian noted that signs were in place relative to speed limits on borough streets and the drivers need to follow the laws.  Jane shared that speed bumps, portable or permanent, were not allowed on public roads.

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe
Nothing to report at the March meeting.   


Planning, Jane Varcoe 
Jane noted that most of her report was covered earlier with the presentation by Joe Gillott.  She mentioned that she and Theresa updated all records for the Boundary Maps and these will be used for the 2020 Census.

Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Wayne said he looked at the PP&L invoices for the past 7 months and noticed some definite significant changes.  He spoke about the lights on at the D&H Station that are on all night and early in the morning.  Jane noted they were on a timer.  They will check on this to be sure it is working and goes off at a reasonable to help save some energy at that end.  He also addressed energy efficient lighting for all areas.  

OLD BUSINESS  - None
NEW BUSINESS 
Shane Bayly shared a Bid proposal for lawn care with all present from J&N Lawn Care Service and went over it focusing on Borough Building, Waymart Park & Waymart Ambulance Building.  He did a breakdown of man hours utilized by the Public Works Department and compared it to proposals from local lawn care services, J & N, Short Cut Landscaping, Inc and Scottie Swingle Lawn Care.  It is his feeling that there is a significant savings if outside vendors are hired to do the work.  Discussion followed.   It was stated that Shane needs to get detailed information from the Public Works Crew as to all areas of responsibility within the borough.

Mayor Norella said perhaps in the Spring, hours could be adjusted for the Public Works Crew, but to bring someone new in to do the work they are presently doing may not be a wise idea at this point.

Solicitor Farrell informed Shane that council is not authorized to get bids.  They have to be awarded and advertised.  .   Shane noted that he was just providing the information for review by Council. 

Next item discussed was that of the Ambulance Building and Cottage Hose possibly paying a monthly amount of rent.  Jane said they already pay the utilities and they totally upgraded the whole building and installed lighting on their own.  Jane also said that they only realize 40% of insurance reimbursement.  Discussion ensued. A new roof is needed on that building, which would most likely be paid for by the borough.   Randy Thorpe will get in touch with Steve Fish to discuss the possibility of monthly rental. He will report back on this issue at the April meeting.  

Mike Farley was present and shared that the car dealership out on the highway was open for business a couple of days a week and the grand opening would be held during the upcoming months and everyone is invited to attend.

A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton to renew membership with WEDCO in the amount of $150 or whatever amount was paid in the past.  Kathy will get the invoice and letter to Shelly for her appropriate action.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Wayne Maycheck,and the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 4/10/18 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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