 WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019

The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Lil welcomed all to the January 2019 Meeting. 

ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Randy Thorpe, Wayne Maychek, Theresa Stratton, Shane Bayly, and Michele Torquati,

Also Present:
Solicitor Chis Farrell, Kathy Millard, Secretary, and Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer.

ABSENT OR EXCUSED:

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the December meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe seconded by Randy Thorpe, and minutes were unanimously approved. 

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List was reviewed with no additions. A motion was made by Randy Thorpe, seconded by Michele Torquati, and bill list was unanimously approved.  

Wayne inquired about an amount of $147.71 from Laurel Highlands. Jane noted that they had been at the Borough Building to check on a problem with an internet connection and were there for a bit of time.

POLICE REPORT, Chief Glavich 
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting: 2 abandoned vehicles; 1 disabled vehicle; 2 Assist to other police agencies;  2 Harassment issues; 4 welfare checks,  2 Traffic Verbal; 3 Written Warnings & 2 citations issued.  All others noted on the report. Total of 41 incidents during the month of December.  (Copy of report on file with the minutes).

Aaron Bertholf, Police Department addressed the Explorer program and boy scouts who would be involved in it.  He shared that Waymart Borough had participated in it the previous year and it was a great success and he has been a part of it in other communities for a couple of years.    He is waiting for Harry to return to more hours so that there are always two officers on when the scouts are with them in the Police Department.  The program includes learning what happens during investigations, finger printing, report filing, working with K-9, Dallas, and accompanying the officers on Vehicle patrols within the borough.  He then introduced Steve Lenceski from Boy Scout Headquarters Moosic.  Steve shared that insurance coverage is in place for those who will participate and a copy of the insurance will be on file at the Borough Building.  He said the program 



through scouting is an excellent one for boys who have an interest in law enforcement and/or interested in becoming Police Officers.  The Council is in full support of this program and thanked Aaron for his willingness to oversee it.

MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor thanked Randy Thorpe and his wife, Sue, for hosting the Third Annual Christmas gathering at the Waymart Hotel on December 18, 2018.  Delicious food and a great time.

Mayor next went over computer updates that are needed for the Police Department for both computers to include Windows update and word updates.  The total amount of these upgrades is $550.

GUESTS & CITIZENS  
Lil shared that she had spoken with the County Commissioners relative to their presence for discussion on an issue by resident guests and they noted they would not be present at the meeting until additional information and updates are provided.  

Cody Butler, Channel 28 News was present at the meeting.

There were several residents in the audience who were there to talk about the Application for Preliminary Permit for the Waymart West Pumped Storage Hydro project and advertisement that appeared in the paper.  This project  is being undertaken by Renewable Energy Aggregators.

Maria Miller, RDW School Principal  was first to speak and inquired about the Right to Know representative for the Borough and Open Records.  Right to Know Coordinator Kathy Millard provided her with current information to include her e-mail address and also the new borough website and e-mail were provided.

Mr. Vitovsky, resident who lives in the Silver Crest development was next to share his feelings on the Hydro Project, and his feeling that certain Borough Council members were supporting it.   He is not happy about it and what it may do to his property value.

Paul Podunjec, resident who lives in the area adjacent to the proposed site of the Waymart West Hydro project also shared that he is upset about it.

Several other residents who live in the proposed project area expressed their concerns as well, noting that they were totally against it and felt that it would “bring the value of their properties down” if it becomes a reality.  

Jane Varcoe spoke about the reservoir that would be located on top of the mountain and the lower reservoir and how the pumping station would work.  She said the Federal Government strongly supports it.

Lil Rollison Council President said it is just in the beginning stages and rumors need to be diffused that Waymart Borough is in support of it.

After lengthy discussion by all, a decision was reached that Jane would contact Renewable Energy Aggregators and ask them to send a representative to do a presentation as a special meeting, not at a 

Borough Council Meeting,  and all residents concerned would be informed of the date and time of the meeting so that questions could be addressed in an open and public forum.  

Solicitor Farrell stated that in checking the Zoning Ordinance, he noted that the Miller Property does not meet the zoning restrictions for such a project and he is writing a letter to the Federal Energy Commission to make them aware .  Jane said that Borough Council should review that letter before it is sent.  A motion was made by Michelle Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton that the letter be sent relative to the Zoning Issues with the Miller property, but it must first be reviewed by Borough Council prior to being sent, and this was unanimously approved by all present.    

Residents who were present in the audience were agreeable to the suggestion to have representatives come to an open meeting to address all issues relating to Hydro Project. Jane will set this meeting up with  property owners and a representative from Renewable Energy.

Next on the Agenda was Debbie Gillette, Executive Administrator of NEIC (Northeast Inspection Consultants), along with Ken Marino, President.

Debbie was there to introduce her new company and give an overview of what NEIC is all about regarding the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code Fee Discount and Property Maintenance & Zoning Fees.  She provide handouts to all present and reviewed all of the material contained in the folder.  

She then turned the discussion over to Ken Marino.  He noted they have four inspectors who are readily available 24-7 and could report to said area within a reasonable amount of time.  He said he had been in the construction business for years as a private contractor and then gained interest and knowledge in forming NEIC, which is located off the Meredith Street Exit at 209 Main Street in Childs, PA.  He spoke about timeframes, services and experience and shared Community References, along with Professional References for all to review.  

Shane Bayly, Acting Zoning Officer, inquired about their fees for services and Ken responded to his questions.

They are most interested in providing services to the Borough of Waymart.  Lil shared that BIU agreement renews automatically on 7/6 each year. Both presentations were very informative and Lil thanked them for their attendance.  She noted that the materials would be reviewed and someone would get back to them.

Joe Gillott, CPE, was next on the Agenda to update all present about the R.D. Wilson Sports Complex Upgrade and Renovation.

He noted that he had participated in a Conference Call Monday.  He asked that Solicitor review the agreement and noted he would e-mail that along to him.  He shared that an interest bearing Checking Account would need to be established and Shelly shared that she had spoken with Craig Grimm, Branch Manager at Wayne Bank and all would be in order at that end if approved by Council.  He said he would be gathering 

commitments from local business who had pledged their support to the upgrade, Grimm Construction, Wayco, Pioneer and others.  He addressed re-design of the area and drainage issues.  He shared that the new lighting system alone would cost $125,000.    Permits will be acquired as needed for the work to be done.  He 
spoke about dates, deadlines, and timeframes being in order. Both Joe and Jane will participate in meetings to be  set up during the following week to make sure all are on target and updated. People who head up the little league, other  sports activities and events held at RDW will be invited to the meeting, and also those who are committed to the project.  The total amount of the Grant award - $215,000. The target date for the completion of the project is 2020.  Kudos to Joe Gillott and Jane for their hands-on work and research with making this project come to life in Waymart.  Lil shared with him that the Pride and Patriotism Parade was scheduled to take place on June 8, 2019.  

A motion was made by Michelle Torquati, seconded by Jane Varcoe to establish an interest bearing checking account for this endeavor, and unanimously approved by council

 ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Shane Bayly, Acting Zoning Officer
Shane noted that he had a request for a Demo Permit and Building permit from the eye doctor on Brookside Drive, Yzeik and followed up on that.

He had a call from a resident on Honesdale Road about a dog running free in the neighborhood.  Lil noted that she got in touch with Jim Rickard, Dog Warden, and it was taken care of.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor had nothing to report .

CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard
Kathy noted the following:
· Cottage Hose Numbers for the month of December:  17 Dispatches; 17 responses. Totals for the year from January through December – 245 dispatches  and 245 responses.
· Kathy also shared a letter from Waymart Authority requesting approval for Jim Bridges to be reappointed to the Board.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Randy Thorpe and it was unanimously approved that Jim Bridges be re-appointed to the Waymart Authority Board.
Streets and Roads
The new auger has not yet come in and when it does, it will be installed on the truck.  New cutting edges will also be installed on the plow.  Lil said the Waydot boys are loving the Anti-skid and it is doing the trick.  

Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Nothing to report.  

Utilities, Shane Bayly
He notified PP&L about the light out up at Gravity Planes Office area on Carbondale Road.  He was made aware of another one on Rockwell Lane and will report it.




Safety, Theresa Stratton  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Theresa shared that the Fire Hydrant on the Corner of Merwin and Center Street is still not operational.  She will get in touch with John Edwards again on it.  


Purchasing, Randy Thorpe
Nothing to report.

Planning, Jane Varcoe
In follow-up to the December meeting and noting that it was advertised, Jane asked that the new Floodplain Ordinance, 2019-1, be adopted.  A motion was made by Jane, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and unanimously approved and Ordinance 2019-1 was adopted.

Jane shared that she had been in touch with someone relative to development of a site plan for development at Wayside Park to utilize all areas of the park and the possibility of acquiring more equipment for older children through a grant application.  Michele Torquati will also meet with the development team to learn what suggestions they have to offer for the development of that area.

Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Wayne said that we are in the first week of January and the budget is in good shape.

OLD BUSINESS  
Lil shared the new Ordinance, 2019-2, Fixing of the Tax Rate.  A motion was made by Wayne Maycheck, seconded by Theresa Stratton and unanimously approved for adoption at this meeting.

NEW BUSINESS 
Relative to the presentation by NEIC representatives earlier, a brief discussion took place.  A decision was reached that Shane Bayly would look over the fees currently in place from BIU and compare them to the NEIC rates and advise Council of his findings.  Lil noted that the BIU agreement renews yearly on July 6th.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe, to notify BIU that their contract would not be renewed if NEIC is picked to take care of Zoning and Buiding inspection needs within the Borough, and unanimously agreed upon.  Kathy will send BIU a letter 90 days prior to the renewal of the agreement.  This action will not be taken until Shane reports his findings to Lil and Council is made aware of fees charged by both BIU and NEIC.








A motion was then made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 02/12/19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  


HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO ALL.

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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