 WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019


The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Randy Thorpe, Wayne Maychek, Theresa Stratton, Shane Bayly, and Michele Torquati,

Also Present:
Solicitor Chis Farrell, Kathy Millard, Secretary, and Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer.

168th Birthday of Waymart
President Rollison noted that the Agenda order would change a bit and turned the meeting over to Jane Varcoe. Jane shared that it was the 168th Birthday of Waymart, 4/8/19.  Jim Hamill, Channel 16 Reporter, had photographed a picture of a rainbow over Wayside Park and Belmont Street.  Rob & Karla Grimm had the photo enlarged and framed and it is now hanging on the wall at the Borough Building.  The picture is a nice addition to the wall space.  Thanks to all for making it happen and Jane for her historical update.

New Zoning Officer
Kevin Urian was sworn in by Mayor Norella as the new Zoning Officer for Waymart Borough.  Congratulations and a round of applause to welcome him.


MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the March meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and minutes were unanimously approved. 

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List was reviewed with two additions to Waymart Building Center, one in the amount of $736.90 and one in the amount of $11.10.  A motion was made by Randy Thorpe seconded by Theresa Stratton, and bill list with the two additions was unanimously approved.  

POLICE REPORT, CHIEF GLAVICH
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting: 1 Assist to EMS 1 Assist to Other Police Agencies; 1 DUI; 1 Harassment; 2 Welfare Checks; 2 Traffic Verbals; 4 Traffic Verbals; Total of 44 Incidents. (Copy of report is on file with the minutes).

MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor is requesting Council to approve the hiring of a new Officer, Lisa Deustachio, as one additional member for the department to provide more police coverage.  She will be certified in May. 
 
He would also like to make Aaron Berthoff a Lieutenant within the department.  There would be no increase in salary, but an upgrade in status.  Assistant Chief Shaffer noted that this status level change would enable Aaron to respond to more official inquiries within the department, as most outside agencies wish to speak to someone with a higher rank, rather than just a patrolmen.  Aaron is always available to respond to the Borough when needed and it would be a very positive upgrade.

Chief Glavich shared that the Police vehicles are in good operating condition at this time and one had been in for all service needed and they would get the other one in shortly. 

Mayor then brought up Waymart Borough Clean Up and said he felt it would be a good move to host it again in the Spring.  He is willing to use money that was put aside for him to attend the Mayor’s Annual Meeting to help offset the cost.  

It was noted that some residents continually liter their properties with junk and debris and possibly the new Zoning Officer could patrol areas, issue warnings and citations.  

Discussion took place relative to cost of containers and trucks – dumpsters, recycling issues for materials brought to Clean Up and charge per vehicle, charge to dump containers.  Lil noted it was very expensive for the Borough to host it, and the possibility of an increase in the charge for each vehicle dropping items off.  Theresa Stratton will contact some re-cycling/refuse vendors and provide prices at the May meeting.  

GUESTS & CITIZENS 
American Legion Representatives were next on the Agenda to discuss a Fundraiser. Al Tyson displayed a banner to honor or memorialize fallen heroes or first responders and explained they were present at council to just get Council’s approval before they move ahead with the project.   These banners would honor Hometown Heroes and be displayed from poles along Belmont Street from Route 6 to Wayside Park.  The banners are made of heavy duty weather resistant material, 46” long x 24” wide and have a life expectancy of approximately 10 years. Estimated cost for each banner is $125.  Hardware will be provided to hang the banners.  Jane noted they would need to get permission from PP&L and PennDot.  

All council members were very supportive of the banners.  It was also noted that a Resolution would need to be done by the Borough prior to final approval.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton to give permission to the American Legion to proceed with the banner project and unanimously approved. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Maria Miller, Guest, distributed some fliers to note historical areas out on Belmont Turnpike relative to acreage on both sides of the road (flier is a part of these minutes).  She also provided a Standard Right to Know Request Form to ask for Written communication to or from the borough to either Adam Rousselle or Scott Linde as it relates to the Renewable Energy Aggregators project and Hydro Pumping station.   To date no correspondence has been sent or received.   

 
ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Kevin Urian
Kevin addressed the following:

· A permit was provide to the Practice Manager of the Medical Complex out on Route 6 across from the former Ray’s Shursave for signage as was noted in the March minutes.
· An inquiry was received from a resident relative to  a shed, set back issues, etc.  on the corner or Myrtle and Marion Streets.  He will follow up on this inquiry.
· Another inquiry was received about installation of an in-ground pool, 12 x 25 ft on South Street and also fencing to surround it.  Two separate permits would be required and both issues are addressed in the Zoning Ordinance.
· Kevin will also check on the Clemo property on Marion Street for any zoning issues.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor Farrell had nothing to report.   
CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard
Kathy noted the following:
· Cottage Hose had 19 dispatches and 19 responses during the month of March.  Total year to date is 53 for both dispatches and responses.
· Superintendent Ransom, SCI Waymart, sent a little note of appreciation for the Borough welcoming  him to the community and provided a coaster and coin token to all council members and employees.
· The 12th Annual Salvation Army Dinner honoring Chuck Grimm, Sr. is scheduled for May 2nd at 5 p.m. at the Carousel.  Streets and Roads
Lil requested that a letter of thanks be sent to David Jenkins for his community service each month at recycling.  Kathy will follow up on it.

The WayDot boys did a great job this winter in keeping the streets safe during inclement weather and are continuing to work with spring projects.  She shared they are going to pick up cinders as they did last year and encouraged those present to inform residents to sweep them in front of their homes in a pile for easy pick up.  Hats off to Earl for the great job he does with sidewalk cleaning and keeping the park in excellent shape.    Public Works is also going to flush the pipe on the corner of Myrtle Street and Carbondale Road.  Again, the boys were very grateful for the anti-skid product.


Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled to take place on Saturday, April 13th at 1:00 p.m. at the RDW Ball Field.   She also addressed recycling at the Wayne County Fair Grounds on April 27th and items that can be taken to it.

Utilities, Shane Bayly
Shane had nothing to report.


Safety, Theresa Stratton  
Theresa had nothing to report.

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe 
He obtained a quotation from Northeast Door Sales relative to replacement doors for the Borough Garage and door openers.   Total - $15,000 for both items. This price includes removal of the old door and taking them away.  No decision was reached relative to the replacement of the doors.

The Solar Lights for the railing are $50 each. A motion was made by Jane Varcoe to purchase 6 solar lights, seconded by Randy Thorpe and unanimously approved.

Randy noted that there would be a Meet and Greet for A.G. Howell, candidate for District Attorney on Sunday, 4/28/19 from 12 Noon until 2 p.m. at the Waymart Fire Hall with  free refreshments for those who would like to meet him.

Planning, Jane Varcoe
Jane circulated a picture and article about Abby Gogolski, daughter of Treasurer, Shelly and Jeff Gogolski as it was featured in the Wayne Independent as part of a group of “outstanding students” at Western Wayne.  Kudos to Abby and her proud parents also.

Jane shared that the Grant Application for one Life Pac in the amount of $40,000 was awarded for Cottage Hose Ambulance which will greatly enhance their service during responses.

Mary Beth Wood, WEDCO, was in touch with her to request letters of support for supplemental grand requests for UGI Natural Gas endeavors in our area.  The following businesses provided letters:  Wayne Woodland Manor; Salvation Army, Ladore Lodge, Brundage Pharmacy, Attorney Chris Farrell and Grimm Construction.  She then spoke with Don Brominski, UGI, who noted that the final review for the gas line was 4th of July and construction for hook ups would start shortly afterwards.

The final design for the R.D.W. Sports Complex and drawings are completed – this grant amount is $215,000.  She praised Joe Gillott for his expertise and continued hard work with this project and asked all to commend him when they see him.  Great Job Joe Gillott and Jane too.

Jane received a call from the State requesting a copy of the Flood Plain Ordinance, which she sent along.

Jane is registered to receive the Boundary Maps for Waymart Borough for the upcoming 2020 census.  These will be available via computer for review.


Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Wayne distributed copies of the First Quarter Budget and gave a brief update with revenues and expenses. We are under budget by $5100.  He noted finances appear to be in good order and taxes are coming in so we are right on track.

OLD BUSINESS
Jane referred to follow-up from the March meeting with 2 ordinances being ready for review, 2019-3, an Ordinance Designating the Posting and Signage of a Section of Water Street as One Way.  Jane read the ordinance to all present, noting that she and Lil had conferred with PennDot and also spoke with Craig Grimm, Manager at Wayne Bank. This ordinance will need to be advertised in the newspaper one time and then adopted at the May meeting.  After some discussion took place, a motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Michele Torquati, and unanimously approved to advertise and adopt the ordinance.  It will be advertised in the Wayne Independent and also the Legal Journal.  Kathy will take appropriate action to advertise 2019-3.

Ordinance 2019-4 to Limit Parking to One Hour On the 200 Block of Belmont Street.  Lengthy discussion took place relative to one hour not being long enough for businesses, enforcement issues, tenants parking overnight, etc.  After a period of time and listening to the pros and cons, it was decided to table Ordinance 2019-4 and not take action on it.

Solicitor Farrell discussed a letter that Jane sent to FERC (Federal Environmental Regulatory Commission) relative to the Hydro Plant, in which she noted it was her personal opinion.  He then referred to the letter he had sent to them, and read it to all present relative to zoning issues associated with the project. He then penned another letter to re-affirm what he stated at the April meeting.   Discussion took place relative to his letter, and also the one that Jane sent. During the discussion about the letters written by Solicitor and Jane, Shane Bayley suggested that an Executive Session be held to discuss them; however, no action was taken and no Executive Session was held, the issue was tabled, and the regular meeting continued.  Both of Solicitor’s  letters are on file with the minutes.  President Rollison stated that no position is being taken by Waymart Borough Council relative to the Hydro Plant.

NEW BUSINESS
Joe Levrock’s reappointment to the U.C.C. Appeals Board for another 3 years was next on the Agenda.  Each municipality or township appoints 2 residents to serve on the UCC Appeals Board to meet if there is a question relative to building codes. A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Randy Thorpe and unanimously approved to reappoint Joe Levrock for a 3 year term.  Kathy to send letter to notify him.

Lil then referred to the Annual Dinner sponsored by the Salvation Army to honor Chuck Grimm, Sr. on May 2nd.  It was suggested that the Borough sponsor a Table for 8 people.  If any one wishes to bring a spouse or guest, the cost is $40 for the additional person.  Please let Lil know in advance if you will be attending. A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Michele Torquati to sponsor a table in honor of Chuck Grimm and unanimously approved

Lil next addressed House Bill 349 which states that municipals enforce uniform construction codes and use 2 Third Party Agencies.  BIU is already utilized by the Borough of Waymart.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton to utilize NEIC as the alternate third party agency and unanimously approved.  

Jane asked Council to approve an amount of $100 for a Grant Proposal Seminar she will attend on 4/25/19. A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and unanimously approved.

As a follow-up to Mayor’s Report, Michele Torquati made a motion, seconded by Theresa Stratton to hire one new officer, Ms. Deustachio, for the Police Department and this motion was unanimously approved.

A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Michele Torquati to make Aaron Berthoff a lieutenant within the police department with no increase in salary, and unanimously approved.

Discussion took place relative to the Stark Property on Birch Lane and the run off from it.  This has been an ongoing issue and is now affecting several property owners.  Michelle Torquati made a motion that Solicitor send Mr. Stark a letter relative to the run-off from his property and to remove the dirt from the Right of Way, and redirect the water into the drainage sluice, seconded by Theresa Stratton and it was unanimously approved.








A motion was then made by Michelle Torquati, seconded by Shane Bayly, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 05/14/19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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