WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2019


The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on the above date at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Mayor Norella asked that everyone observe a moment of silence following the pledge of allegiance in memory of Tom Robinson, who was a former Police Officer in Waymart.

ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Wayne Maychek, Theresa Stratton, Shane Bayly, and Michele Torquati,

Also Present:
Solicitor Chis Farrell, Kathy Millard, Secretary, Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer.

Excused:  Randy Thorpe and Kevin Urian, Zoning Officer

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the May meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Michelle Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and minutes were unanimously approved. 

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List was reviewed with three additions:  two for publication of advertisements in local newspapers for Bid Openings for RDW Sports Complex in the amount of $128 and $244; and one for purchase of 3 Pedestrian Crossing signs, total of $405.   Two of the Pedestrian signs will  be purchased by WAAP.  Wayne Maychek questioned the Aqua Office amount, and it was noted that RDW School Children had visited the Borough Building on a field trip and it may be due to their visit.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton to approve the bill list with the 3 additions and unanimously approved.

POLICE REPORT, CHIEF GLAVICH
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting:  2 Disabled Vehicles; 1 Assist to other Police Agencies; 2 Disorderly Disputes; 3 Welfare Checks; 2 Traffic Verbals – 1 Written Warning – 4 Traffic Citations, and all others as noted on the report. Total of 71 calls during the previous month. (copy of report is on file with the minutes).  Mary Louise Smith Bishop asked that the Police Department patrol the corner of Rte. 296 and Route 6 for better control of speeding in that area.  She offered to let them utilize her corner property to back in and observe. 

MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor Norella commended Lil and the WAAP Committee for the parade and festivities in the park on Saturday, 6/8/19.  A beautiful day and great job from all involved.

He then swore in the newest member of the Waymart Police Department, Lisa Deustachio, and welcomed her to the team. She noted that she just graduated from Police Academy last Friday.  A warm round of applause followed.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]GUESTS & CITIZENS 
Joe Gillott, CPE was first on the Guest Agenda.
Joe updated everyone about the bids and bidding process on June 1st.  He noted the “timeline” issue with the 5 bids and also the inclement weather issue for starting the construction.  The project will be re-bid and advertised again.   He and Jane will work together to file for an extension for the Grant.  New dates to begin the work will be established, most likely in the Fall, but all should move along smoothly.  Again, Kudos to Joe for all of his hard work with the RDW Sports Complex  upgrade.  Updates to be provided as they become available.

Rich Hayes, Sales Counselor, Bozzuto’s Incorporated was next.  Rich is in the  process of opening Ray’s Shursave.  He gave an in-depth overview of his background, and also what his plans are for that site.  He noted that IGA will be the brand label at that store.  He is working closely with WEDCO and other County Representatives and moving full speed ahead to occupy and develop that site into a working market with great products for Waymart and surrounding area.  He and Jane spoke about the taxes associated with that property and what needs to be done to make it work – the total amount is approximately $32,000 – and a tax break or timeline for payment is needed.  He is trying to work it out over a 5-year period.  Waymart Borough is supportive to assist him with the tax issue.   He said it is uhis understanding that a Resolution would be in order for the tax timeline issue.   Solicitor Farrell shed some light on the tax break guidelines/laws in place and deteriorated property designation.  Rich will meet with his attorney and update Council accordingly.  A round of applause and welcome to Rich Hayes as he gets everything in order.  Welcome to Waymart and we all look forward to shopping there again soon.

Doug Stark – Citizen Who Lives on Birch Lane
Doug once again addressed the drainage issues on Birch Lane and debris in the ditch on Gravity Street that runs parallel with Carbondale Road and water running down Birch Lane. It is his feeling that the Borough owns Birch Lane; however, it was clarified that the Borough does not.  Water needs to be re-directed; new pipes installed.  He is well aware that the run off is having a direct impact on Theresa and Dean Stratton’s property and other properties.  Discussion followed.  Two residents who reside at the Corner of Marion and Myrtle Street (Clemo Property) also added  their concerns relative to drainage issues when it rains and the catch basins that need to be cleaned out in that general vicinity.  They shared photos.  Lilian noted that she would have the Public Works Department report to that area the following day, and she may accompany them, to look over the drainage issues and address them accordingly.    She also noted that Ed Millon will be working in that area and she will ask him to look it over and address it as well.  
Theresa addressed the issue and noted that she had met and is working with Wayne County Conservation District.  She said there are 4 different grants available that may address the problem.  Landowners in that area would have to grant permission for a study to be completed by one of the agencies.  Jane said an engineer would need to be hired to look over the area prior to making application for a grant to obtain funding to fix the problem.  That is the first step and then application can be made.  It was suggested that Jeff Weinberger be contacted to see if he would be willing to help or the County Engineer.  $100,000 may be needed.  Jane has also met with Representative Fritz.   Again, Lil is going to have Public Works look over that area and then she and Jane will follow-up with an engineer prior to making application for a grant to fix it once and for all.

 Maria Miller – Borough Resident 
As a follow-up on the Waymart West Pumping Station, Maria asked if any Council Members had been in touch with Adam Rousseau.  Lil asked all Council to state their response.  No one on Council has communicated with Mr. Rousseau.

Mary Louise Smith Bishop – Borough Resident  Mary Louise addressed a fence that her neighbor installed, stating that it is broken and an “eyesore’” and needs to be repaired.  “It is not being maintained properly.”  Solicitor Farrell spoke and said there is only so much the Borough can do to address that broken fence and cited the statute of limitations.   Mary Louise said the Zoning Officer was going to investigate it and possibly send a letter to them to request them to fix the fence.   Michelle Torquati said that any issues that are e-mailed via the website are re-directed to the appropriate person for follow-up, i.e., zoning issues would go to Kevin Urian, security issues to the Police Department.   This issue will be referred to Zoning for response.   

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Kevin Urian
Kevin was excused from the Meeting but provided his report to Kathy.   There were 3 new Permits during the previous month; 2 for Cord Meyer on Marion Street for structure over doors and 10 x 20 Shed to replace an old one on the property, and one for a 62 Foot Fence to Mr. Holtsmater on Honesdale Road.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor Farrell had nothing to report.   

CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard 
Kathy noted the following:
· Cottage Hose had 23 dispatches and 23 responses during the month of May.  Total year to date is 96 for both dispatches and responses.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Wayne reviewed the budget and stated that it is looking pretty good.  In December, there will be a “whopper” amount for insurance coming up.   He asked to be mindful of spending.  

Streets and Roads, Lil Rollison 
Effective tomorrow (6/12/19) as follow-up to Ordinance 2019-3, Water Street at the Corner of Belmont by the Bank will be one way – turning right off of Belmont to East Street.  Signs will be posted.  This Ordinance was adopted at the May meeting.  Lil encouraged all to follow the signs and spread the word.  This intersection presented a safety issue for people pulling out onto Belmont Street from Water Street.  Remember, turning right off Belmont onto Water Street – ONE WAY – to East Street.  No more pulling out onto Belmont Street.  


Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Michele said the Rainbow girls planted flowers at the park and borough building and requested that a thank you note be sent along to them.  Kathy will send one.  She got very positive feedback from several people regarding the change in time for the parade from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.  People thought it was a good time, especially for those who had to work during the day.   She said it was a beautiful day all the way around with lots of folks taking part in the festivities.  She said the Boy Scouts did a wonderful job with the Flag Raising Ceremony at 11:30 a.m. and Lisa Eldred was outstanding singing the National Anthem.

There will be a Community Yard Sale at the Park on 8/24/19 from 2-5 p.m. in conjunction with the one to be held at Jane’s Railroad Station on the same day sponsored by the Historical Society.  Anyone interested in setting up a table can get in touch with Michele via the Website.  She again stated she is happy to post any events on the Website and continually updates it.  

September 7, 2019 is the Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle to support the K9 Unit. Tickets are $10 for adults; $5 per child, 4-12 years of age, children under 4 free.  Doors open at 12 Noon – dinner served at 4 p.m. – Take-outs available.   Monetary donations may be mailed to the Police Department. Please note on the check it is for the K9 Unit.  Baskets for the raffle may be dropped off at the Police Department.  Call to make sure someone is there to receive them.  All proceeds benefit Sergeant Dallas.

She next stated that she wanted to say how disappointed she is with all the name calling and threats posted on Social Media/Facebook relative to the Hydro Plant development.  She said it needs to stop on all sides.  That is not the place for it.  “Everyone is entitled to his/her opinion and they have a right to their opinion, even if it is different than hers or others,”  She encouraged all present to monitor the posts and keep the “negativity” out of the picture.  She suggested that the group make their own Facebook Page and keep people informed of updated information on that page, and people can respond on that page, rather than the Waymart Borough Neighborhood page or Facebook in general. She cited a posting from Tom Serafin in which he stated “he could not make the meeting but would like to know what elected officials are taking away rights to do what the property owners wish with their respective properties

Michelle said Borough Council is not taking away any rights, and statements that appear in general on Facebook are very upsetting and disappointing.  She said she has not been contacted by anyone from the Waymart West Pumping Station and also that Solicitor Farrell re-submitted his letter to FERC on behalf of the group.  Stop the Negativity on Facebook.

Utilities, Shane Bayly
Shane had nothing to report.

Safety, Theresa Stratton  
Theresa followed up on Safety issues and Fire Hydrants with John Edwards from Aqua.  The two in question are:  one on Belmont Street near Dave Murray’s office and the Mustard Seed.  He told her that one would be removed and not replaced; and one on Merwin Street, which will be fixed.  Discussion took place relative to the removal of the one on Belmont and where others were located within the Borough.  It was the general feeling of all present that the one near Dave Murray’s office should not be removed.  Theresa will make that known to John Edwards.  Dawn from the Belmont Café also stated there is another one on Belmont in front of the Funeral Home.    It may be possible to get a list of where all fire hydrants are located and which ones are operational at this time.

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe 
Randy was excused from the meeting.

Planning, Jane Varcoe
Jane spoke further relative to the R.D. Wilson Sports Complex upgrade and the timeline being very tight with the bidding process.

She signed the contract for the LifePac Grant for Cottage Hose in the amount of $40,000,  and returned it to DCED.   She will wait to get the executed copy back.

Jane said Waymart Area Historical Society is hosting a luncheon to honor veterans at the Depot on June 30th at 1:00 p.m.  She encouraged all to participate and support the veterans.

Camp Freedom is hosting an Open House at their facility on June 6th.  Information is available on their website – all are welcome to attend. They would like to know how many people are in each party to plan for refreshments.  This Camp supports Wounded Warriors and Veterans alike.  

Jane again spoke about the drainage issues on Birch Lane and stressed that an engineer to evaluate it is the first step in the process to identify specifics prior to Grant application to fix it.  Lil also said that a Hydrology evaluation should be part of that process.  Jane said that FEMA/PEMA would also be part of the process.  A grant may be available through the Department of Agriculture.

OLD BUSINESS
Mayor said that he was notified that a court date has been set, 7/3/19 at 10 a.m. for a hearing for the 2 Police Officers who sued the Borough.  It was handed down to Wayne County from Federal Court and Solicitor noted that there would be no jury present.  It is considered a Motion for summary judgement in a legal argument in front of the Judge.

NEW BUSINESS
Jane read a letter from Bluestone Environmental making the borough aware that the Federal Prison, USP, Canaan has submitted a plan application for 3 emergency generators at the facility in Waymart.  This notification is required.  Discussion followed and Waymart Borough is supportive of it.

The next item for review and discussion was that of an Ordinance to address parking in the 200 Block of Belmont Street between Honesdale Road and Water Street to assist the businesses in that block with parking for their customers.  Jane shared copies of the proposed ordinance.  Dawn, who owns the Belmont Café, was also present to enlighten Council on the issues associated with it.  Residents who have parking available behind their apartments continue to park overnight and during the day on Belmont Street.    Dawn also said PennDOT cannot plow the street, creating a safety hazard as well.  Some suggestions were to ban overnight parking from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. and also post signage to state that time limit as well as a fine would be issued for those who do not abide by it.  Amount of fine was also discussed - $50 or $100.  Jane asked that everyone take it home, look it over, and come back prepared to re-word it, advertise it, and adopt it in the near future.  


Mayor Norella asked for permission to purchase a LED console light for one of the Police Vehicles at the cost of $58.99. A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton to purchase the light and unanimously approved.

A motion was then made by Shane Bayly, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 07/09/19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building. 

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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