WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2019

The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on the above date at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
  
ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Wayne Maychek, Theresa Stratton, Shane Bayly, and Michele Torquati,

Also Present:
Solicitor Chis Farrell, Kathy Millard, Secretary, Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer and Kevin Urian, Zoning Officer

Excused:  Randy Thorpe.

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and minutes were unanimously approved. 

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List reviewed with no additions.   Lil shared that the Pedestrian Crossing signs were in the back room, and WAAP reimbursed the Borough for 2 of the three ordered.   A  motion was made by Wayne Maychek, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and bill list was unanimously approved.

POLICE REPORT, CHIEF GLAVICH
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting:  1 Abandoned Vehicle; 2 Disabled Vehicles; 1 Assist to EMS; 2 Assists to Other Police Agencies; 1 Disorderly Conduct; 2 Welfare Checks; 8 Traffic Citations Issued.  Total of 67 calls for the month.  All other incidents are noted on the report. (copy of report is on file with the minutes).
  
MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor Norella provided a copy of the Waymart Area Authority Financial Statement, which will be on file for the record.

GUESTS & CITIZENS 

Maria Miller  Maria again inquired if any Council Members had been in touch with Adam Rousseau relative to the Waymart West Pumping Station. No one on Council has communicated with him. She then shared that there were 29 comments on the FERC On line Site relative to the Waymart West Pumping & Storage Project (copy of it is on file with these minutes). A letter was also shared and read aloud by Michele Torquati, authored by a former student who lived in the area citing various issues with the project relative to water and farmland destruction in the area of said proposed project.  





Donnie McDonough
Donnie McDonough, Waymart Borough resident, also spoke relative to issues associated with the project relating to farmland and water and the 30 acre ponds that would encompass 60 acres, and also asked again if anyone had spoken with Mr. Rosseau relative to the Hydro Plant development.  No council members or staff have had any contact with him.  

Jordan Thompson
Jordan Thompson and two other representatives from the Waymart Volunteer Fire Company were present.  He noted that the siren control panel has been “out of order/not working” for about 2 years, and they are interested in having it repaired.  He said it would be sounded for “extraordinary occurrences,” entrapment, serious weather warnings, i.e., tornados in area, fires where people are trapped inside or any serious event where the community would need to be alerted.  His associate addressed what needed to be done to repair it to get it set with either 2 Phase or 3 Phase.  They were asking for Borough Council support.  The cost to fix it is between $500 to $1000, just an estimate.  After some discussion, all Council members were in agreement and supportive.  President Rollison asked Jordan to get a definite cost and come back to inform Council of the total amount.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Kevin Urian
Four permits were issued during the month of June:  1 on Honesdale Road for addition to deck; one to J&J Auto Sales on Maple Street for Occupancy Permit; 1 for new home Construction (storage shed presently on property, out near the 4 Corner Intersection) and 1 to NRG Real Estate (Spojnia) for new room on facility at that property.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
He was present for a hearing on 7/3/19 relative to the two Police Officers who sued the Borough. He noted it was a motion for Summary Judgement in a legal argument.  He feels that the judgement will be favorable for the Borough and most likely case will be dismissed.  

CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard 
Kathy noted the following:
· Cottage Hose had 19 dispatches and 19 responses during the month of June.  Total year to date is 115 for both dispatches and responses.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Budget looks o.k. at this point.  We are actually under budget; however if the new grocery store is granted a tax break, as requested, this may affect the budget.  Also, remember the cost yearly for insurance for the borough.  Mayor said that is included in the budget every year before it is approved.

Streets and Roads, Lil Rollison
First of all, thank you so much to Donnie and Sherry McDonough for donating a printer to the Borough for the back office and to Donnie, Jr. for coming to set it up to print.  

Lil is requesting the WayDOT/Public Works staff to fill potholes throughout town with Hot Patch.  She said they will need equipment to perform this upgrade and requested approximately $1000 from Liquid Fuels.  Everyone was in agreement.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In follow-up to the drainage issue on Birch Lane and areas close by and surrounding it, Lil shared that following the last council meeting, she met with staff from the Wayne County Conservation District; J. Knecht, C. Krager and another person, Eric Nevel  who works closely with them.  She set up a meeting to discuss the issues. Meeting is set for Thursday, 7/11/19 at 3 P.M. at the Borough Building.  She invited Mr. Stark and others who live on Birch Lane, along with the resident in the Clemo property to be present to hear their findings and what can be done to fix the problems.

Lil and Earl Vinton are participating in a 2-day seminar/class to become certified representatives with policies in place for low volume roads, dirt & gravel, drainage, and erosion issues Certification is a requirement to be eligible for assistance from Conservation.  This seminar is being held in Mayfield.  Lil will provide updates.

Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Nothing to report for Park and Recreation.  She did make everyone aware of the new Website.  It is now waymart.org.  All items posted on it will still be the same and updated continually.  

Lil shared that equipment for the Tennis Courts (posts) have been ordered and should arrive during the coming week.

Jane asked who was in charge of Sports teams at the field and would like someone to make sure that no one goes onto the tennis courts with any skateboards, scooters, roller skates.  It is ruining the surface.  There is a sign in place.  Michelle Torquati will follow up with the sponsors to inform them so they can take appropriate action.

Utilities, Shane Bayly
Shane had nothing to report.

Safety, Theresa Stratton  Theresa spoke about “Disturbing the Peace” as it related to Fireworks set off by citizens within the borough.  There is a curfew in place for all activities to end at 11 P.M.  She got in touch with Honesdale Borough and obtained a copy of their Ordinance relative to fireworks and reviewed parts of it referring to permits being required and cost involved.   Discussion followed regarding who would enforce the fireworks ordinance, i.e., appointing an enforcement officer from the Waymart Volunteer Fire Company, and/or notifying the Police Department, Etc.    Some shared that fireworks were set off after 11 P.M. Mayor said Waymart Police were on duty for three days and nights over the weekend.  

She next followed up on Fire Hydrants being out of service, one on Belmont Street near the Mustard Seed, and another on the Corner of Merwin and Center Street., which has been covered with a garbage bag for a long period of time.    It was noted that Fire Hydrants should be inspected yearly and if they are not operational, the Borough should be made aware of those not in service. Jane said we need a map to indicate where they are located.   Theresa will get in touch with Tom Derrick, Fire Marshal, to come to the August meeting to shed some light on all of it relative to the number in town and inspection responsibilities.

Theresa also noted that the Summer Fund Drive is on by Waymart Volunteer Fire Company and shared the Newsletter with all via e-mail.   She said repair to the Tanker totaled $10,000.  Please support Waymart Fire Company.


Purchasing, Randy Thorpe 
Randy was excused from the meeting.

Planning, Jane Varcoe
Jane said there may be grant money available to assist with repair of the Siren at the Fire Company, but accurate figures must be provided before it can even be submitted.    She also said if anyone knows of any grants available through corporations to let her know about them.  There may be money available through the Wayne County Community Foundation.

Jane shared that they are still trying to acquire a parcel of property for the upgrade of the R.D. Wilson Sports Complex, baseball field.  She said the committee, Jane, Wayne, and Michele,  would meet to discuss options to see what they can do to obtain the property located behind the former Wiltz residence on Belmont Street  that borders a section of the baseball field. Any other Borough members are welcome to join this committee.  

OLD BUSINESS
Mayor shared the ditch on Carbondale Road was cleaned during the past week and is in excellent shape.  The pipes on the bridge below the Waymart Hotel will also be replaced.  Both issues addressed by PennDOT.

Jane inquired whether or not anyone had heard anything about Natural Gas updates, when it is coming to Waymart.  No one had anything to report.

Mayor reported that he was in touch with Shelly Houck at PSAB relative to the Borough granting a tax break/extension period to a person pursuing a business in the community.  She informed him that it cannot be done, as it is discriminatory and that it would lead to a surcharge by the auditors for a loss of funds and not authorized by any statute. He also consulted Solicitor for more information, and solicitor was in agreement with Shelly Houck.  No tax break or extension can be granted.  This was in follow up to re-opening of the former ”Ray’s Shursave” by Rich Hayes, as noted at the June meeting.

NEW BUSINESS 
Theresa will deliver the Pedestrian Sign to Edward Howell, to be used during viewings and funerals at the Intersection of Carbondale Road & Belmont Street.
A motion was then made by Theresa Stratton seconded by Michele Torquati, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 08/13/19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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