WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2019


The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on the above date at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Wayne Maychek, Theresa Stratton, Shane Bayly, and Michele Torquati,

Also Present:
Solicitor Chis Farrell, Kathy Millard, Secretary, Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer and Kevin Urian, Zoning Officer

Excused:  Randy Thorpe.

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed.   A motion was made by Shane Bayly, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and minutes were unanimously approved. 

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List reviewed with no additions.   A motion was made by Wayne Maychek, seconded  by Michele Torquati and the Bill List was unanimously approved.

POLICE REPORT, CHIEF GLAVICH
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting:  1 Abandoned Vehicle; 1 Alarm 1 Disabled Vehicle 2 Disorderly conducts; 9 Traffic Citations issued, total of 73 incidents/calls for the month.  All other incidents are noted on the report. (copy of report is on file with the minutes).  

Mayor Norella also added there were 117 investigations and 400 calls year to date (8/13), up 20%.
  
MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor read a note that he had received from an anonymous resident to address a property on Belmont Street that has considerable junk in the back yard just to share it with all present.  He noted that Kevin Urian has been made aware of it and is investigating it and a couple of others at this time.  

Mayor also asked that an invoice in the amount of $63.83 be paid relative to tickets printed up for the upcoming Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle to support K9 Dallas.

GUESTS & CITIZENS

Jim Pettinato, EMS Captain, Cottage Hose
Jim was present at the meeting to show the new LifePac Equipment and give an overview of how it works.  He commended Jane Varcoe for her expertise and undying efforts in obtaining the  grant to assist with the purchase of the equipment.  Two units cost $40,000.  One will be kept in the Waymart truck.  He said that the LifePac can transmit information to the receiving hospital, if there is a cardiac problem, to activate the Cardiac Cath Team.  


They are looking into obtaining one more LifePac to enhance their services.  Jane said there may be funding available via Wayne Memorial Hospital through the Wayne County Redevelopment Authority. Jim Pettinato will have another Cottage Hose staff member look into this possibility.   

He also noted that Cottage Hose is serving the area the best that they can and will continue to do so.  A round of applause and special thanks to Jim Pettinato for the presentation and also to the Cottage Hose Team for assisting Waymart Borough and surrounding area.  


Rick Utegg
Rick Utegg, Waymart Volunteer Fire Company was present as a follow-up to the July meeting to talk about the activation of the control panel to activate the Siren.  They received an estimate in the amount of $1646. Coin Drop was held with $700 collected.  They are still looking for more funding for the remaining amount.  He noted that the siren would only be utilized during major events, i.e., tornados, hurricanes, structure fires, etc.  Application for a grant was also discussed.  Jane noted she may be able to provide help with it.

Maria Miller
Maria shared that RDW School got good news that they received Land Certification Recognition.

Fifty-four more letters were received  in opposition to the Waymart West Hydro Plant.  She also read a letter from a Waymart Borough citizen who spoke about destruction of farmlands, water shed issues, drainage, etc. to note that she was not in agreement with the project either.  Theresa Stratton authored the letter.  Maria noted that was just her personal opinion.

Maria said people feel that the plant will “serve no purpose to the town of Waymart,” and it is believed that “Mr. Rosseau is not a reputable individual.”

Jay Sporer asked if anyone from Council had communicated with Mr. Rosseau.  All council members responded that they had not spoken with him. 

Don Miller asked about the one way conversion on Water Street at the Wayne Bank, and if Penn Dot was consulted on it.  Lilian shared that was the responsibility of the borough.  A discussion took place about who enforces the one way traffic at that site.  Parking in front of the bank was discussed and in that general area.  Mayor noted there is a public parking lot adjacent to Wayside Park and those who are able can utilize it and walk to the businesses close by.  Lil said she will speak with the police department and work out a schedule to have someone posted there to enforce the one-way.  

Shawn Vinton, Waymart Volunteer Fire Department
Shawn Vinton shared the Financial Report, year to date figures and a handout relative to the Fire Company.  He thanked the Borough Council for their continued support.  He noted within the last 9 months, they had recruited 3 new members. Waymart covers ¾ of Canaan Township while Prompton takes care of ¼ of that township.  He said people are made aware of opportunities to serve via word of mouth, at events, in the annual appeal newsletter, Gun Raffle, Turkey Party, etc.  Money raised at these events provides some funding.  Michelle Torquati agreed to post it on the Website for response if people may be interested in joining the Fire Company and will list a contact person.  Funding is through raffles and coin drops that take place and the annual appeal letter.  He said the return from the Annual Appeal letter is approximately 18 to 20%.  The truck that was purchased cost $689,000.  Jane again spoke about available grants.  She said there are limitations relative to availability of grants and the application time constraints associated with the process.  Lilian thanked the Fire Company for their service and volunteerism to the community.


Barb Podunjec was next on the Agenda, noting that she had 2 concerns.
1. There is a “beaver” problem out behind her house and it is “encroaching” on her property.  She has  been in touch with the Game Commission and Conservation Department to investigate the issue.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Drones were spotted flying above a private property late at night. Carol Miller called her to inform her that drones were over her farm.  Barb wanted to make Borough Council aware of it.  It was noted that it is illegal to fly a drone over private property, and also after dark.  Discussion Marge Pavlovich addressed a property on Belmont and debris.  Lil assured her that it is being addressed
Zoning Officer’s Report, Kevin Urian
3 Permits were issued during the month of July:  1 for a fence and dog ramp on Marion Street; 1for a new home on Prospect Street and another for a Fence on Carbondale Road.  (copy of report is on file with these minutes).  Relative to debris on properties on Belmont Street, Kevin contacted the property owner of one and he has agreed to get it in order.  It was suggested that Kevin and the newest member of the police department take a ride around town to check properties for junk, debris, and clutter and address it.  Some other areas were noted to the Zoning Officer.  Mayor Norella said he would also be happy to accompany Kevin.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor had nothing to report at the August meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard 
Kathy noted the following:
· Cottage Hose had 18 dispatches and 18 responses during the month of July.  Total year to date is 133 for both dispatches and responses.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
Budget looks good so far as of August.  He said there were 2 issues of minor concern with police wages being up  and also public works wages being up at this point, 15% over budget.  Mayor Norella brought the following issue to Wayne’s attention.  During July of 2018 an amount of $7000 was approved to be put into the Police Budget and it was never adjusted.  Mayor read the section of the minutes with both motions in order and unanimous approval given.  Wayne will make the adjustment and the money will be added to the Police Department budget 

Streets and Roads, Lil Rollison
Lil and Earl Vinton attended a two-day workshop/seminar on 7/10/19 relative to dirt and gravel road studies and found in to be very informative and educational as it applied to low volume roads & ditches.   

Both were awarded “Recognition Certificates (Dirt and Gravel Studies” for their participation.  She said a great deal of information was exchanged, and most importantly she learned that there is a solution for the problem on Birch Lane for the residents who live there relative to drainage and wash out.    Members of the Conservation Department visited the area in question and a meeting was also held at the Borough Building with representatives from PennDot. Appropriate follow-up will take place  It is hopeful that a solution will be approved at the Harrisburg level and work will take place next year.  

She also spoke with John Drobnicki regarding the water run-off onto Myrtle Street from his property and he will take care of it.  

The next phase of lower South Street for Oil and chipping is due to take place.  She asked that WAYCO take a look at that area prior to the work being done. Shane agreed to let them know.

Lil also was in touch with Mary Beth Wood of WEDCO who informed her that UGI/Get Gas for Waymart Borough would not take place until September.  

Penn Dot is continuing with Oil and Chip on Route 296 North.

Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Thank you to Theresa for getting the Pedestrian Crossing Signs, 3 total for events that take place at the Park and also for E. Howell Funeral Home.

The public works crew took care of the hazardous conditions at Wayside park around some of the play equipment and it is in good order.  Michele said there is an option for rubber matting around some of the equipment.  Chip made her aware of rubber matting around play equipment at the Park in Hawley.  Michele was in touch with Hawley Borough and they will get back to her.  If it is feasible, it may be an option for purchase.

On Saturday, 8/24/19, there is a Yard Sale taking place at Wayside Park.  Vendors are welcome and should get in touch with Tracy Surace to reserve a space.  

As a follow-up to the Tennis Courts and skateboarding and scooters from the July meeting, Michele followed through, and sent out 2 e-mails to address it, one to the Men’s Softball Teams and another to the Soccer Team Organizers. She addressed the issues cited to both of these groups and noted that further misuse would not be tolerated.  She said the Lion’s Club had refurnished the area during the previous year.  New posts were recently added.  A Schedule may need to be developed for usage of the Sports Complex and the Tennis Courts may need to be locked if the abuse continues.  She said she received some favorable responses to her e-mails and one unfavorable one that she read aloud for all to hear.  There was over $600 worth of damage at the Tennis Court area.  Vandalism cannot and wil lnot be tolerated. She is in charge of scheduling events for the Sports Complex area.    A suggestion to place cameras in the area was made, and also perhaps an adult involved in both Men’s Softball and another with soccer could be named to police the area when events are taking place.  
There is an EMT meeting scheduled on the 21st and someone from council needs to attend to sign the contract.  Michelle has another commitment and cannot make the meeting.  Jane may be able to attend.

Utilities, Shane Bayly
Shane had nothing to report.

Safety, Theresa Stratton  
The Pedestrian Signs were received and Theresa noted that one was used for a recent viewing by Edward Howell Funeral Director, and he was grateful to have it in place to alert people of pedestrians crossing the street.  

Lil inquired as to whether or not Theresa had attended the Solid Waste Meeting relative to recycling in the Borough.  She was not aware of the meeting and did not attend. 

The next item under safety was that of the Fire Hydrant Issue, distance in between locations and those that are working and not working.   Shawn Vinton will get a total number of those in service and those that are not in service through Aqua and provide it to Theresa and she will get in touch with them.  He said they can provide her with a report of “how many gallons per minute” can be pumped from the working hydrants.  Every hydrant needs to be checked.  Theresa will follow through with Aqua and work with Shawn to get an accurate report for appropriate action.  Shawn said the Fire Company is notified by Aqua when they are taken out of service, and also put back in service.  Report to follow.

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe 
Randy was excused from the meeting.

Planning, Jane Varcoe
Jane attended the Solid Waste Meeting at the Wayne County Recycling Center under the direction of Randy Heller.  She said disposal of electronics equipment continues to pose a problem, as there are more regulations in place. Electronics cannot be put in the garbage or a fine will be issued.  Lots of new regulations are being put into place.   There are 5 areas where solid waste can be placed, but none are close to Waymart Borough.   There are more restrictions about what can be recycled.  They want cardboard.  Styrofoam should be included with garbage and not recycled. At this time,  they are not getting reimbursed much for metal and aluminum.  

Bids are out for Sports Complex for lighting.  She spoke with Mike Cavage and he lost his electrical contractor at this point.   She is in constant touch with Joe Gillott relative to the sports complex upgrade and renovation.  It looks like September will be the target month to get started.  There are other issues on board at this point, and the parcel of property that is needed will be put on the back burner.    The project is moving forward.


OLD BUSINESS
Jane noted that in addition to the Yard Sale at the Park, the Waymart Area Historical Society is holding their Annual Flea Market, Garage Sale and Bake Sale on Saturday, 8/24/19 from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.  Her Railroad station is filled with tons of great items – some brand new that have not been opened.  She invited all to stop by to check it all out.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor asked for a motion relative to the amount to be paid for the printed tickets for the Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle for Dallas. A motion to pay the amount of $63.83 was made by Theresa Stratton, seconded  by Michele Torquati and unanimously approved.   Doors open at 12 noon.  Dinner at 4:00 p.m.  $10 per Adult; $5 for children.   Take outs also available.

A motion was then made by Michele Torquati seconded by Theresa Stratton and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 09/10/19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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