 WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019

The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council was held on the above date at 6:30 p.m.  Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Charles Norella, Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Randy Thorpe, Wayne Maychek, Theresa Stratton, and Michele Torquati,

Also Present:
Kathy Millard, Secretary, Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer, and Kevin Urian, Zoning Officer

ABSENT OR EXCUSED:
Shane Bayly and Solicitor Farrell

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
The minutes from the August meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and minutes were unanimously approved. 

BILL LIST, Michele Gogolski
Bill List was reviewed. Wayne Maychek noted that the Marshall Machinery amount would not be approved until a new invoice is submitted.   A motion was made by Randy Thorpe, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and bill list was approved with the exception of Marshall Machinery.  

Jane inquired about how many active fire hydrants are included on the list and also how many street lights.  Shelly noted there are 28 Fire Hydrants and 122 Street lights.

POLICE REPORT, CHIEF GLAVICH
Chief Glavich reviewed the Police Report noting:  2 Abandoned Vehicles; 2 Alarms; 1 Terroristic threat; 1 Assist to other Police Departments; 7 Traffic Verbals with 3 Traffic Citations, and all others as noted on the report.  A total of 81 Calls during the month of August.  7 Verbal Warnings were issued to residents going down the one-way street at Intersection of Belmont and Water Streets. Copy of report is on file with minutes. 

Mayor’s Report, Mayor Norella

Mayor thanked Michele Torquati for overseeing the recent Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle for Sergeant Dallas and noted the attendance was not as expected, and also hoped more people would get involved in the future with this Fundraiser.






GUESTS & CITIZENS 

Eric Smith, General Manager, Laurel Highlands Communication, South Canaan Telephone Co.
Eric gave an in-depth overview of where Laurel Highlands is with Ariel Cable at this point in time and noted the installation is almost 100% complete and completion will be done right after the first of the year.  He spoke of all areas where upgrades are taking place.  He also noted they have increased the internet speed and the cost associated with it.  

He next spoke about the 5th Annual Customer Appreciation Day to be held on Saturday, 9/14/19 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Ladore Conference Center off the Owego Turnpike and invited all to attend.   There will be complimentary food and drinks, entertainment, prizes, games,  balloon art & face painting.  He said there will be representatives present to talk about the enhanced services being offered by LHTC.  A fun event with something for everyone.  

Barb Podunjec/Paul Podunjec
In follow-up to the Drone issue as noted at the last meeting, Barb shared that she had talked with Carol Miller and learned that PP&L was flying drones in the area to check on various lines. 


John Vitovsky  
John Vitovsky inquired to see if any Council Members or associates had spoken with Adam Rousselle, Sr or Jr; Richard Tabors, Jeffrey (Don) Watkiss; of Renewable Energy Aggregators relative to the proposed Waymart West Pumped Storage Project.  No Council members or associates have communicated with those mentioned.  John asked that this be made part of the official minutes.

Next item was to inquire if Liquid Fuels funds were involved with the one-way street Water and Belmont near the bank.  Lil Rollison shared that no liquid fuels funds were utilized and she met with Scott Maciak of PennDOT relative to the change in traffic flow and all was in order.

Kathy Land
Kathy Land was present to represent the Waymart Area Historical Society to ask for permission to close off South Street from the Borough Building up to the edge of the D&H Depot property for their upcoming Historical Society Event scheduled for September 21st from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Band for square dancing will be present from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  There will be food and activities for all to enjoy.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe and unanimously approved to close off the street for the event.  All are encouraged and invited to attend.

Donnie Miller
Donnie read a quote stating “local government is to protect our rights, not take them away.  Every land owner should have control of their property, etc.” Discussion followed with input from citizens and guests, along with council members relative to this issue.
[bookmark: _GoBack]  
Don McDonough stated that everyone should be informed about what is going on with the project, as it has a direct impact on residents who reside in that area slated for the proposed pumping station.  It is his feeling that the residents who live in that area know more about it than Borough Council. There is concern with a 4 year preliminary permit and people who reside in the proposed area upgrading their properties.  

Mayor Norella said that Solicitor Farrell had sent a letter to FERC to state what the zoning issues were and he is the Borough Solicitor.  This letter clearly stated that the land near and surrounding the project is zoned as agricultural and residential.  This should be enough to satisfy those who are concerned about the proposed project.

John Vitovsky thanked Mayor for his explanation and making it clear to those residents who are apprehensive and concerned, as they are looking for support from council and open communication.

Lilian Rollison, Council President said if any correspondence is received from Renewable Energy Aggregators, Secretary Millard would immediately e-mail it along to Maria Miller or John Vitovsky.

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT, Kevin Urian
Kevin shared that two permits were issued during the month of August – one to a resident on Prospect Street for a Patio and one for a Front Entrance at Solicitor Farrell’s office on South Street.  He checked to see if another permit was in place for an addition to a house on Carbondale Road and noted it was in place and in order.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor excused from meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard
Kathy noted the following:
· Cottage Hose had 34 dispatches and 34 responses during the month of January.  Total year to date is 167 for both dispatches and responses.
Budget & Finance, Wayne Maychek
It’s time to start looking over the Budget. Wayne requested that a Work Session be scheduled to discuss Budget Issues for the upcoming year.  It was scheduled for the third Tuesday in October, the 15th at 6:00 p.m. at the Borough Building.

Streets and Roads, Lil Rollison
Lil shared a letter she received from the Wayne Conservation District and stated it contained “good news and bad news.” First, the bad news – the work on Birch Lane and properties located along Marion and Florence Streets cannot be considered for Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Road Funds.  Large , off right of way projects cannot be considered just because it will reduce storm water impact to low volume roads. She read additional portions of the correspondence stating where funds can be spent on activities outside the right-of-way.

It was stated in the letter:
“As long as Waymart Borough can show a direct impact to water quality due to the drainage and sediment that impacts roads they currently own, the Wayne Conservation District encourages Waymart Borough to apply for Grant Funds to help them correct problems, etc.”  This letter is on file with the minutes.

Lil is meeting with Jeff Weinberger, who is an engineer and Conservation District staff relative to drainage and piping to see what is needed to take appropriate action relative to this issue.    She will continue to update council.

Lil also spoke with John Drobnicki relative to the water/drainage coming from his property on Myrtle Street only to learn that he no longer owns the property but sold it to a niece.  She has tried to get in touch with the niece for follow-up.  This problem needs to be corrected.

Lower South Street – this will be dug up and redone in the Spring of 2020.

Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Michele had nothing to report on the park.  She did address the Spaghetti Dinner and Fundraiser for Dallas.  There were only 86 people present at the dinner, a very small turn out, with little help.  She is hopeful that next year more people will participate.  There were a lot of nice baskets donated.  Pat Robinson, candidate for District Attorney, donated a sizable amount to the fundraiser for Dallas.  If anyone wishes to make a donation, they are still welcome to do so, and can make a check out to the Blue & White Shirts, c/o Waymart Police Department and note that it is to be used for K9 Dallas.

Both Michele and Jane recently attended the Wayne County Emergency Management Meeting.   Michele noted that the meetings are very informative and she is learning a lot from being part of the group.   

Dog Crates are being placed at various locations for animals to be sheltered and safe during any emergency that may occur, i.e., hurricane, tornado, flood.  

Utilities, Shane Bayly
Excused.

Safety, Theresa Stratton  
Theresa had an updated list of workable fire hydrants that she obtained from Shawn Vinton stating there were 27 hydrants presently working.  She is going to follow-up with Aqua Water to verify total is correct for those in service and will also inquire about those that are not in service.  She will update Council at the next meeting.

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe 
Nothing to report

Planning, Jane Varcoe
Jane noted that the check for the LifePacs has been released from the State and should be arriving soon in the amount of $40,000. She asked Kathy to be on the “look out” for it and make her aware when it arrives.

Bids for the R.D. Wilson Sports Complex are to be reviewed at Joe Gillott’s office on Friday, 9/13/19.  Jane will be present and noted that she is hopeful all bids will be in line for the project work to commence.  Jane will update everyone at the October meeting relative to bid awards.

The census is starting for 2020.  Make sure that requested information is provided.  She alerted all to be mindful to ask to see credentials for those representatives who visit residences.  The Census is an important program as it relates to available grant funding for our area.

Jane attended the Pipeline Safety Seminar and found it to be very interesting.  She then spoke about the Arapaho line that runs under Belmont Street and inquired as to whether or not it was still active. Discussion followed, and it was noted that line was not active.  Jane outlined where the new gas lines would run within the borough.  There was no information available relative to hook-up, but it probably will not take place until the Spring of 2020.  WEDCO has applied for another grant to assist homeowners with the costs associated with gas line hook ups.  Jane also reminded that no digging should be done without calling 811 before you dig.

Next she shared that the ramp and Borough Building need to be power-washed.  Shelly Gogolski noted that perhaps someone at her end could do it.  Paul Podunjec also stated he would be happy to do it, if the Borough supplied gas for his power washer.  Lil noted the Borough would supply the gas.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS
It was noted that 12 new solar lights are needed to illuminate the ramp area and also the area leading to the police department.  A motion was made by Randy Thorpe to purchase the solar lights, seconded by Michele Torquati and unanimously approved.

Mayor Norella presented 3 checks donated by Randy Thorpe in the amount of $300 for the K9 Fundraiser.

Mayor also shared a letter from PIRMA (Pa. Intergovernmental Risk Management Assoc.) relative to a liability issue at Wayside Park with the Center Board creating an unsafe condition.  He said the issue needs to be corrected within 30 days of notification (8/27/19) and report made.  Michele Torquati assured him that she would take care of it and provide a report to PIRMA within the allotted amount of time.

Michele also asked that a First Aid Kit be purchased for the Borough Building  She will get in touch with Jim Pettinato, Cottage Hose and see exactly what type is needed and will purchase one to keep at the Borough Building for emergencies that may occur.

A motion was then made by Michelle Torquati, seconded by Randy Thorpe, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 10/08/19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Borough Building.  

							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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