WAYMART BOROUGH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, May 26, 2020

The regular monthly meeting of the Waymart Borough Council, which was postponed, was held on the above date at 6:30 p.m. at the Waymart Hotel Pavilion to be within Covid-19, social distancing guidelines.   Lilian Rollison presided over the meeting and called it to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   


ATTENDANCE: Lilian Rollison, Jane Varcoe, Randy Thorpe, Don McDonough, Theresa Stratton, Mayor Norella, and Michelle Torquati.

Also Present:
Kathy Millard, Secretary, Kevin Urian, Zoning Officer, Solicitor C. Farrell and Police Chief, Fred Glavich.

Absent or Excused:
Shane Bayly

MINUTES, Kathy Millard
Minutes from the April meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton, and unanimously approved.

BILL LIST, Shelly Gogolski
The Bill List was presented by Shelly Gogolski with 2 additions, both for the Police Department, one in the amount of $17 for Face Masks and one for $107.96 to Staples for Ink Cartridges.  After review, a motion was made by Randy Thorpe, seconded by Theresa Stratton to pay the bills with the additions and unanimously approved by all. 

POLICE REPORT, CHIEF GLAVICH
Chief reviewed the April report first noting:  1 Abandoned vehicle, 1 Assist to Other Police Agencies; 2 Welfare checks; 2 Traffic Verbal Warnings, Total Calls for the month – 13.  He then reviewed the March Police Report: 1 Abandoned Vehicle; 2 Disabled Vehicles; 3 Welfare checks; 9 Traffic Citations issued; 1 Borough Ordinance citation; 17 investigations, Total call for March – 41.  Copies of both are on file with the minutes.

Lil asked the department to pay special attention to the One Way on Water Street and Belmont near Wayne Bank and issue warnings and citations if necessary.   Theresa shared that the U-Turn sign at the Post Office is not posted in a good area, as people always make U Turns on Honesdale road at that location, and also that a new sign may be needed.   She also spoke about getting addition signage for “Children at Play.”

MAYOR’S REPORT, Mayor C. Norella
Mayor said he was happy to see that all Council and others were doing well relative to the Covid-19 Pandemic and he had nothing else to report, but then asked Harry Shaffer to speak relative to a drug investigation and bust.  Harry gave an overview of the arrest of a man from Bronx, N.Y. who was passing prescriptions for bogus drugs in our area.  Waymart P.D. was set up as a Back-up team to assist the PSP with his arrest.   He has been “wanted” for 5 years.  He was apprehended and arrested and now off the streets.  Kudos to Harry and other members of the Police Department for assisting to capture this person, and special kudos to “Dallas” for his part in all of it.

ZONING OFFICER, 
Kevin issued 3 permits for Decks during the previous month.  He was also made aware of demolition and reconstruction of a house on Prospect Street that had no permit in place.  This was investigated by NEIU, Northeast Inspectors & Underwriters and permit was ultimately issued to them, after they had already started the reconstruction.  A copy of the fees charged for various permits issued was discussed with the possibility of updating the amounts.

GUESTS & CITIZENS  
There was no guests or citizens present at the meeting.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
Solicitor Farrell had nothing to report; however, requested an Executive Session be held following the regular meeting to discuss the Lawsuit involving 2 former police officers with updates to be provided.

CORRESPONDENCE: Kathy Millard
Kathy shared the Cottage Hose BLS Response Report as follows:
· March, 18 Dispatches with 26 responses, 2 Unavailable
· April, 14 Dispatches, 24 Responses
Total year to date:  99 Dispatches; 97 Responses; 2 Unavailable.

Budget & Finance, Theresa Stratton
[bookmark: _GoBack]Theresa noted that there is enough money in the budget at this point in the year and perhaps some signs could be ordered as needed in Waymart, i.e., “Street Name Signs;” “Children at Play” signs, Signs for people utilizing the Ball Field to slow down, etc.   The option of digital speeding signs was discussed, but Digital Signage cannot be used as the State Bill for Radar never passed.  Lil noted that she has the name of a vendor to purchase signs.
 
Streets and Roads, Lil Rollison
Resolution 2020-2. This Resolution was signed and adopted with a date of May  12, 2020, a resolution to implement Act 15 of 2020’s Tax Relief Provisions to extend the period for the discount rate to 8/31/20 and waive any fees or penalties of tax imposed, provided the tax is paid by 12/31/20.  It was hand-delivered to the Court House one week prior to the required date (5/20/20). 

Lil put out an e-mail and posted on Facebook that she is in need of Volunteers to oversee the Monthly Recycling Program in Waymart as the gentleman who has been doing it has issues with exposure to Covid-19.  She has secured a Volunteer for June and is looking for others for July, August, and September.  The procedure has changed.  The residents who bring recycling will be responsible to put it in the appropriate containers.  The Volunteer is just there to oversee that it is being done correctly.  If anyone is interested or knows someone to help out, please get in touch with her.

Shane Bayly notified Lil that there is a lot of dust up on lower South Street. Lil was in touch with Leroy Brown, and he is going to spread Calcium on lower South Street.  Lil is also interested in hiring a young man or woman to help Earl with lawn mowing and weed trimming in and around the borough.   Again, if anyone has a person in mind, please contact her.  A motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Theresa Stratton to have Leroy Brown lay down calcium in the area mentioned above and unanimously approved.

Jane spoke about the Potholes that need to be filled in prior to Aqua and UGI finishing their project.  Lil suggested that Ed Millon be hired to take care of the potholes that need to be filled.  Some areas in question that need pavement attention were also discussed, the road coming out from Gravity Planes onto Carbondale Road and also the bottom of Brookside Drive that comes out onto Route 6.  Lil noted that these issues could be reported “on line” via PennDOT Website for attention.   A motion was made by Jane Varcoe, seconded by Michele Torquati and unanimously approved to hire Ed Millon to fill the potholes.

Park & Recreation, Michele Torquati
Michele said the park looks beautiful, thank you to Earl Vinton for his attention to that area.  Grass is trimmed and all in order.  She is continuing to monitor the play area.

Next Michele spoke about the Ball Field and utilization of it as she was contacted by a group who wished to play Softball.  Michele is the Contact for scheduling events at the field.   The issue raised was an Umbrella/Blanket Insurance policy for Liability for events that take place at that site and also an application made available for all to complete prior to using the field, which would include “an umbrella insurance policy being in place.”   Michele will contact Little League and Soccer coaches to make them aware of the insurance that is needed.  When all is in order, they will provide an Insurance Certificate to her.  

Lil shared that WAPP has a blanket liability policy  that covers 1 to 2 Million dollars and the cost for it was approximately $2500.  Michele will provide updates relative to insurance issues for that area.

It was also noted that a new fence is needed around the park bordering Belmont and South Streets.  Some prices for fencing will be obtained.


Utilities, Don McDonough
Don McDonough brought everyone up to date relative to the Aqua Project in Waymart and also the UGI pipe installation for gas lines. He mentioned Brookside, Prospect, Sleepy Hollow and Robbins Lane.  The UGI pipeline is moving full speed ahead and now coming down through Gravity Planes and will go South on Carbondale Road within the next day or two.    Donnie noted that Water lines are 6 feet below the surface and the gas line will be installed on top of the water line at either 3 or 4 foot below the surface.    All surface repaving will be done when the project is completed for all areas.  He has been in close contact with UGI and he noted that a meeting will be held with residents to bring them up to date with all aspects of the project.   If there are any questions, direct them to him and he will try to get answers.

Discussion  ensued relative to the Fire Hydrants and which are active and inactive.  Theresa provided a contact number for Steve Clark, Aqua and Donnie will try to reach him.

Lil then noted that the Borough is part on the PA One Call and asked Donnie to work with Kathy on it relative to “call before you dig” issues.  A map will be needed of water, sewer, gas lines etc. 




Safety, Shane Bayly  
Shane was excused from the meeting.

Purchasing, Randy Thorpe 
Nothing to report.

Planning, Jane Varcoe
Jane said she has been getting loads of phone calls relative to the gas line installation inquiring about hook up and charges and when their respective areas will be done.  She feels that the Gas Company should have a meeting to provide updates to citizens so that they can ask questions and get answers. Donnie McDonough said that if anyone has questions, they can be referred to him and he will pass them along to UGI and get answers until a meeting is schedule.  Jane said it was her understanding that a meeting will be held for residents when Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.

Jane addressed the Sports Complex at the R.D. Wilson field.  The amount awarded via  first Grant was $215,000 through DCNR.  An additional amount of $250,000 is being sought through DCED  Joe Gillott continues to work on the upgrade.  There were some issues with bid awards and some other things.  Michelle Torquati feels that a meeting should be held, possibly with council or a few people so that everyone is on the same page.  

Dave Murray will be invited to a Council Meeting to discuss liability limits that we have at this time with our insurance policy.

Jane also spoke about getting AED units for both police cars and the Boro Building.   She has been in touch with Kurt Bauman, Northeast Alliance for input from his end relative to AED acquisition, and also with Dave Murray relative to insurance issues.

OLD BUSINESS
R. D. Wilson Sports Complex upgrade.  A special meeting needs to be arranged relative to work done at this point and what we are going to do going forward.  This meeting would be held at the Borough Building and would need to be advertised.  Joe Gillott will be invited to the meeting so that he can provide updates.

NEW BUSINESS

Lil noted that the borough has joined Pa. One Call System (Call before you Dig).  Kathy and Don McDonough will work together with the PA. One Call endeavor.  

Shelly Gogolski, Treasurer made all aware that the Lighting and Activities Accounts at Wayne Bank associated with the Sports Complex upgrade are both dormant and we are being charged $5 monthly.  The activities account has a balance of $322.  She suggested that these accounts be closed and money moved into the General fund.

Joann Romance asked for permission to drive on the R. D. Wilson field area with a truckload of mulch to be dumped at her property.  If there is any damage caused by the truck, it is her responsibility to restore the area.






Executive Session to take place as noted by Solicitor Farrell earlier in his report relative to the lawsuit against the Borough by two former police officers.  The regular meeting ended at this time and will not re-convene.

ADJOURNMENT
After Executive Session, a motion was made by Michele Torquati, seconded by Donnie McDonough and the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
							
							Respectfully submitted,

							Kathy Millard
							Borough Secretary
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